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Organization of the Ministry of People'y Defense

3o M"There is a Zyra Rekiutimit (Recruiiing Office) in the capital town of each Albanian
region. These offices depend on the Seksioni Mobilizim-Cmobilizim (Section for Mobilization
~nd Discharge) of the Ministry of Peopleis Defense. There are no sub-recruiting offices.
Lwen in Tirana the same Zyra Rekrutimit covers both the city and the region.

Ministria Mbrojtjes Kom_betare‘
Ministry of People's Defense
Blv. Shqgipria e Re, Tirana

Seksioni Mobilizim-Cmobilizim

|
Zrya Rekrutimit: Tirana (Rr. Shen~Gjergjit) Himara

Elbasan Tepelene

Korc;e Fier

Pogradec Kavaje

Permet Shkoder .
Lushnje Krues }
Berat Shi jak

GJjinokaster Peshkopi

Vlone Fuke

Sarande Lech

Durres Kukes

L “Every year the Sek. Giendja Civile or Sek. Civile (Civil State section) of the
Komitet Ekz. K.P. (Execultlive Comm.tfee of the Peoplets Board) of each region, and also
thiose for the Cily of Tirana, supply their respective Zyra Rekrutimit with a nominal roll
of all male citizens of their regions who have reached the age of 17 and who clearly
r:gside within the region. Every Zyra Rekrutimit has a Mobilizim and a Cmobilizim section.

Crganization of the Ministry of Internal Affairs

Ze "There is a Sek. Punevet Mbrendeshme Rrethit (Regional Section of Internal Affairs)

.m the capital town of each ATbanian region, There is also a Sek. P. Mbrendeshme Qytetit-

ane (Section of Internal Affairs for the City of Tirana)., This has three sub-sections,

Tor each ra)one (civy~sector) of the city. The regional sections have no sub-sections

tne localities; they do have informers and S.SH.(Sigurimi Shtetit) officers and NCO's

'h1 oughout. the countryside, who represent the regional sections but do not have offices. {

Ministrije Punevet Mbrendeshme
Ministry of Internal Affairs

Blv. Shqipria e Re, Tirana
/ \
.gc»". P« Mbrendeshme Rrethite Tirana Sek. P. Mbréndeshme Qytetit-Tirane

~=ion of Intermal Affairs, FElbasan Section of Internal Affairs, City of

Region ofs Korge Tirana -- Rr. e Dibres
Pogradec
Permet Sek. P. Mbr. Rajoni 1
Lushnje = Rr. € Dursit; Tirana
Berat .
Gjinokaster Sek. Re Mbr. Rajoni 2
Vlcne [~ Rr. e Dibres, Tirana
Sarande
Durres . Sek. PJ*Mpbre. Rajoni 3
Himara [~ Rr. ¢ Postes, Tirana
Tepelene
Fier
Kavaje
Shkoder
Krue+i
Shi. jak
Peshkop
Lesh
Puke
Kukes
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Conscription

Ce M"There is compusory conscription in Albania for men, not for women or young girls. No
decrzes or posters announce this conscriptione It follows by hormal procedure a law, dated
vrobably about 1945, published in the Gazeta Zyrtare (official Gazette) of the Pres:l.dlum

Dvwnndit Popullore (Presidium of the Peoplefs Assembly).

Pre-Military Conscription !

7. YBvery year, on or about 1C Sept, every Albanian boy who has reached the agF of 17
receives from the Zyra Rekretimit of the region in which he was born and has resided a

so-called Flete -Thirrje (Order of Calll)e If he lives ia Tirana or any other regional capital

it is handed to him by a uniformed 5.SH. soldier. If he lives in a locality or|a village

it is handed to him by the Polic-Lokaliteti or Polak-Katundi respectively. The Flete ~Thirrje

is a white, printed form, sized approximately 22 x 28 cms, part of which is a detachable

:zcelpt. When the youth receives the Flete -thirrje,. he signs the receipt, xhlch is taken

back by the S.SHe to the Zyra Rekretimit which issued the documente. The recm,ph must be

signed by the person to whom the order is issued, or in his absence by any relative. If

fhe\ person lives alone the Kryetar (presidemt) of the Kshilli Larja (city sub-sector) or ,
of tha local Peoplel" Aoard may accept ib, but the youth-himself must sign the. recelpt.

Sanpls Flete =Thizr je

USIULGA DCTIONE ST 108 VF Lp
ZYRA E REKRUVCMIL Tlitalis MIrand.eadBe.
Nbeonn-or0t.
TYE™ ™ - YN

I qojtunieeaaceans.. '):atr‘ Vige i,,-'”....... cavr s
BERUScenn-n.on “,m.,»_,.,,.. ................... e e e nralse o g
PasecnsanecadBL T N NI G MCATL L D . Zyres Rekrumm:rh
Rro.....o...Nrn.........Ora..........t.e dates........

Mos paragitja ne kohen e caktueme shkakton pergjegjesi

Ligjore.
PER ZYREN E REKRUTIMIT TIRANE
KOLONEL ( )
VUIA FIRMA
- {
VERTETGJ SE MOGRA FLETE ~ THIRRJEN Oraseec-.DatCocccennana
I THIRRUNI
( )
FIRMA
R L oK
VA Translation /
Albanian Peoplets Army w LP
Recruiting Office, Tirana . Tirana, «:19....

Nle ascosProte
ORDER (OF CALL

Individualeeceecnc...date of birtheevesescece
residing at (city, town, locality or village)..Street..number,.
Professiona......mst report to the Recruiting Office, street..
numbers . hour....on dateee...

Failure to rercrt on fixed date wiil incur

punishment under law.
For the Recruiting 0Office of Tirana
Celones (signature)

Stamp

I hereton certify to have received the Oradr ci Call at..(Hour) (date)

Recruit
(signature)

e m e 25X1
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8o 9"The youth must report at the date and hour indicated to the Mobilizim Section of The
Zyra Rekrutimit concerned. There he is interrogated by an Albanian Army Officer (rank of
N/‘foger, Toger or Kapiten IT Xl.). The youth hands in his Leter-Thirrje and is questioned
on the followings

{a) vVerification, through his Leter~Njoftimit (Citizen's Identification Card), of

personal data, The officer writes down the youth's personal data in a so=-
called Kartonispekrutit (Recruitts Personal File). The information elicited
in the subsequent ques.ions is also entered therein,

(b) Surname and name of recruit; name of father and mother; date and place of
birth; residence, street; number; profession; ethnic origins one of three -—-
Shtrese e Varfen ( poor, working origin), Shtrese e Mesme (middle class origin)
or Shtrese e Pasun ( rich, capitalistic origin).

{¢)} Political affiliations: The recruit must mention all political organizations
to which he belongs, which at the age of 17 might include. the Albanian Labor
Party (this is the only occasion on which he must produce his Party Identifi-
cation Card, Tesera ] Partisg the officer takes down the number); the
Bashkimi Rinis Punes Shqipris (Youth Organization of the Albanian Labor Party-—-
infon of Albanian Working Youthy the officer takes down the number of the
recruit!s Tesera R.R.P.SH.s; membership card). If the recruit should be over
18, having had his military service delayed because of a Job in a State factory
etcoy; he may belong to the Frontit-Demokratik and have a Triska I Frontit-
Demokratik; again the officer takes down the number., This card is mostly
requested at the time of actual military draft. The membership cards are
returned to the recruit.

(d} Degree of education (documents, such as school certificates, not necessary)e.
()  Knowledge of lunguagess
(Y Marital stalu- ; childrenes

Specialized tr~ining (Xurs Specializiml) -~ mechanical courses, accountancy,
driving ote, Place given, number of years attended.

im} Pewval record, if any: reason, term, prison where sentence served.

3ervice in the War of Liberation (Lufta Nac.-Cli.), if anys when, where,
hrigade, documents, awards. Notez former Partisans who possess documentary
proof (sworn statement by one or two former Partisans who were in the sane
unit) and who served a minimum of 12 months and a day are exempt from furiher
military service.

4. Awards and medals: Punes (Work), Clirimit (Freedom), Trimmie (medal issued
to heroes) etce - ’

9« "The recruit is issued a document called the ILibrez-Rekruti. This is made of thin,
bit firm white paper, almost a cardhoard, approximately 22 x 28 cms, which can be folded
in four, It bhears no photograph. The card, when folded, has eiiht papes and resemblesn
an ordinary Identification Card. The recruit cuts the pages when he receives the
document. The first page is not numbered; it bears the instription Librez=Rekruii,

a registration number written in ink by the officer and the title Ushtria Popullore
Shqiprise. Page two is le ft blanke The officer then enters the following informationg

Page 3¢ Recruitts name and surname
Names of father and mother,
Date and place of bixth, .
Address
Profession
Signature of C.0a of Recruiting Office and stamp

Page L: Member of Albanian Labor Party ?
Membexr of B.R.P.SHe ?
School.(s) attended
Languages spoken
Special courses attended -
Voluntary works performed
Work medals .
Social origin 25X1
SCNFIDENTIAL | |
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PFage Gy Service in the Jar of Liberation
#rigade ?

Length of service

Rank

Military arm

Medals

Previous military service

Penal sentences (reasen, term, pricon)

Page 63 Remarks and verifications

Signatures of officers of other Zyra Rekrutimit Lf the recruit, when

a mepber of the Para-Ushtarak (Pre-Military Organization) moves
to anotier region.

Page 7t Divided into 10 small parts, each to be used when the card is stamped
upon arrival and departure from a town with a Recruiting Officec.

Page 83 Remarkss printed regulations concerning use of the document and
procedure to be followed when moving from one town to another.
Signature of the recruit.

e information in thie Librez=Rekruti has also been rccorded in the Kartoni-kekrubit.
The number on the Librez-Rekrutd corresponds to that -~ it 1s inserted in ink =~ on

pAZES Ku—toni-}tnkrut:.t. The Librez-ickruti is thus issued only when a youth receives his
first Plete-Thirrje and begins his Para-Ushtarak (Pre-Military Service)s At the end .
oy tnn procedurn deseribed above hn becomes a member of the Para~Ushtarak Organizations.
'I‘he a.i wageRekruti remains in bis possession until he is called a second time, with

w33

U lele=Thirrje, to report for actual conscription,
1%, teould the youth be sick en the day he has been ordered to report to the Zyra
Reyrucimit, one of his relatives must immediately inform that offices Shoulc he be
seriously ill, affected by an illness which might entitle him to temporary or permanent
eeapbion from mJ_Litary serviee, a special medical certificats from the Legal Medical
Cammission (Kom sioni. MedikeeLegal) must be taken to the 2yra Rekrutimit, This medical

cortificate, called 2 Trapork,” 14 issued by a special board of doctors at the Civilian

¥esLital in any reglonal capital. The Commission's decision is accepted by the
rm,mlhme nt officer and the Raport attached to the youtht's personal Kartoni-fiekrutit.
For temporary or perminent disability (TR, blindness, dunbness, amputated limb),
re-rui%s are not quasiioned; nor are they issued a LibrozeRelorutis

17s ¥"ihe holder of a Librez~Rekruti must keep it in his possessions It is nov an
identificabions According to regulations, the holder must, prior to departure

from a town, have his Librez-Rekrutl stamped with a departure stamp at the Zyra Rekrutimit
where he was drafied and must, within 2l 2it hours, of arrival at his destination, have it
starped with an arrival stamp at The syra rekrutimit there. / Proccdure not clear 1f

t.  o.owvuwd is visiting a place whare there is no Zyra Rekrufimit 7 The same procedure

i nuummd upon return. If a youth of military age has no Librez-Rekruti, because of
madical exemptiong and is detained by the S.5He in the town of axrival, he need only
mintion the Zyra Rekrutimit which declared him unfit for military service. The SaS5H.
ecnecks such information through its own channelse

12, "ue recruit has been declared fib for Para-Ushtarak service. At the end of
Septesber or bepinning of October he receives another Flete<Thirrje (Order of ¢zll}
to raport to sucheande-such a place on a certain date. 1This Flele-Thirrje is a

a document
similar to the one he received originally. The same receipt procedure followse A

Flete-Thirrie iz issued also whenever a member of the reserve is recalled for periodic
litary training; whenever a person 1s called wp for active service, whencver a

+/Ta Rekrutimit wante additional. information - the wording is not changed on the rrinted

form in that case, althongh the rearon is not a call to active duty.)

13e "In Tirana the rocruit wuld be called to report to the Fusha e Sportit football
atadium at tne Shallvare field, There, Para-ishtarak training takes place every Sunday
from 0800 to 1200 hourg. Recruits whe live in villages do their Para-Ushtarak training
in the nearest localitys An Army officer conducts the btraining, The Para-Usohtarak
training 1o oblligatory, A roll call is made at the end of the four hours, The recruits
wecar civiliap clothing, The instructer is an Aspirant, a W/Toger or a Toger. The
training connicte ofy ymAs stics, positions of attention, marching, behavior befcre

an officer. The recruits are divided into compardes (1n one known casec, 30 recruits in
oathye They study the purts of a rif&e (in this cases a German or Belgian rifle pf(’()

CONFIDENTIATL
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7.92 mn zaliber, only one rifle to a company). Though the parts are studied, there is no
actual rifle training or drill,

1. "Every rocruit nmst camplete 100 hours of Para~Ushtarak service training. At the end
~¢ this period, usually about March, there is a special ceremony in which the recruits are
be...d a special Vertetim document issnad by the Zyra Rekrutimit of the region concerned,
The marks earned by the recruit in his course are also entered in the Vertetim. Thereafter

the recruits are free of preemilitary service » but they musi keep in their pocsession both
the Vertetim and the LibrezeRekruti documents.,

15. "This pre-mdlitary training is compisory for all Albanian youths, regardless of social
origin. Thus, sons of kulaks and other reactionakies perform it. When & racruit in tha
midst of training goes from one town to another, or changes residence, he mist report to
thc Recruiting Office upon departure and arrival /“see paragraph 1 7. Ifhe has not
completedthe training, the Recruiting Office of the town to which he has come assigns him to
the nearest company to complete his training, If he has completed his course and possesses
. @ Vertetim, he still must go through the departure and arrival formalities.

Repular Milltary Camscription

16, “Seventy~five per cent of the youths who complete their Para-Ushtarak service in March
are drafted in September of the same yearj the remainder are drafted the following year.
T - Flete~Thirrje (Order of Call) is simllar to that issued for preemilitary service.

175 "The draftee reports to the Recrulting Office at the date and hour indicated in the
Fivte~Thirrje. He comes before the Recruiting Commission in his twrn. This Commission
/73t least in Tirana, Nov 51 7 consists of eight members:

(a) one doctor (either a civilian or a member of the Medical C rps with the
rank of Captain I Kl. or Major. Assisted by two hospital attendants.

(b) Two officers attached to tﬁe Zyra Rekrutimit of the repion concerned.
( In Nov 51 in Tirana these officers wers two captains, not the colonel
who was the commanding officer of the Zyra Rekrutimit.)

(c) Two officers of the Sek. Punevet Mbrendeshme of the region concerned. ( fNov
51 in Tirana they were dressed in civilian clothes.)

(d) one Pergjegjes (representative) of the Komiteti Ekz. K.P. (BExzcutive Committ.a
of the People's Board of the region concerned. (Nov 51 Aleks Lubonia, Perg=

Jegjes of the Sek, Punes - Labor Section - of the People!s Board of the City
of Tirana performed this duty.)

(e) Two officers, a Captain I Kl. and a Captain IT Xl. of the Ministria Mbrojtjes
Kombetare,

l¢. "The draftee empties his pockets of all documents, plus wallet and watch, on the table
behind which sit. the members of the Commission, except the doctor. Even the membership card
for the Albanian Labor Party must be show, While the Commission members examine -these items
the draftee is taken to a separate room, stripped and given a complete medical examination.
The doctor hands the draftee a signed note which describes his physical condition. The
draftee, still completely undressed, returns before the Comnission, hands over the note and
remaing at attentlon, The members consult among themselves to decide which branch of the
Armed Services to assign to the man. The military unit is not, however, revealed to the
draftee. The criteria for assignment are known in general termsg

(#) iarinen Popullore (Navy): Coastal residents, sailors, required minimum
height of L70 ors.

(b) Artileria Bregdetare(Coastal Artills ry)s Strong physique.

(¢} Merojtje Popullore (People's Dafense); Members of and candidates to *he
Man-ﬁor Party and, geparally, all citizens, including farmers, whom
the Party considers reliable elements of tl:n regimos, :

(d) Xamsoris (Infantry): Ko special criteria.
(e) Aviacioni (Air Porce)s Reliable elements only.

25X1.
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(£) Fatalioni Special I Punes (Special Sork pattalions)s All recruits with a
Bhircse ¢ rasun social origin.

19, "The Cormission hands the draftce a document ¥nown as the Flete~-Thirrje-Nenarms (Order
of Draft). This document is a white paper, the same size and sOTt as The Flete~Thirrje
!Zz.agraph 7 7« The only difference is the wording, It states that Recrult X has been
éfnduc’oed 1nts the Armed Forces and is to report to a certain recruviting office at s certain
date and time, normally 10-12 days after the examination, There is a receipt to signe The
back of the paper lists certain regulations to be followed by the recruits he must bring
three days' supply of food vhen he reports to the recruiting office. Sample Flete-Thirrje-
Nenarmes .

v.F. ’ L.P.
Ushtrija Popullore Shqiprise ’
Zyra e Rekrutimit Tirane Tiranes.19.."
Nreoss .Prot..
FIETE-THIRRJE-NENARME

Rekruti o....date-lindies .....banus ne Tirane
RIUZBecsseesNloososs ol profesion........jenl te mobilizue per krymjen e
sherbimit ushtarak te detyrushem ne ushtrine e R.P.SH. Simbas dekret-Ligjit
dateesroseoNlons o ste shpalle nga kuvendi Popullor i R.P.SH.

: Te Paraqiteni Prane Zyres Rekrutimit orassee.date...
Mos Paragitja Shkakton Perjegjesiligjore.

Per Zyren e Rekrutimit-Tirane
Kolonel ( )
firma
vula

Vertetoj se Mora Flete Thirrjen: OraevesdatBeese
I Thirruni
(

S s A
/translation/

Y.F. L.P.
Albanian Peoplet!s Army :
Recruiting Office, Tirana Tirana, date
Nroo-oPrOtooo
ORDER OF DRAFT

Recruitiee. b0rn.....vasiding at girana, RruglecsNI'ooe
by profession.e....is hereton drafted to perform obligatory military
service in the Armed Forces cf the Albanjan Peoplets Republice Pe: provision
of law set forth with Decree daie....Nr... .proclaimed by the Kuvendit Popullor
of the Albanian Peoplet's Republics

you must report to the Recruiting Office at houTeses
dato....Failure to report is punishable under law. ‘

For the Recruiting 0ffice of Tirana
Colonel ( signature )
Stamp

Y certify hereto that I have recelved the Opder of Draft, hour...date...
Recruit
(sigaature)

et o > o e e

Notes 'ovu"y Zyra Rekrutimit has a different form of stamp (round, triangular etc), affixed
over the signature of the officer. ihe Tirana Zyra Rekrutimit had Hov 53 2 round stamp;
- -the Shkoder Zyra Relrutirdt k-d & triangular stamp. : : i
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20. ™dhen the recruit leaves the Zyra Relarutimit he receives back none of the documsnts
{Leter-¥joftimlt, trade union memhersiip card, membership card. of the Fronti-Demokratik stce)
he may have left with the Cormission except the Tagera T Partis (Membership Card of the
Albanian Labor Party) or the MewbershIp Card of The Bashilal Inis Punes ghqipris, if he
hnggesses one of those. He takes with him the Flste-Thirrje-Henarme. That iz the sole
#.r.ent 1gsued to a new meomber of the Armed Forces; it servas as his 1dentification card

in any offiecial inspections( As the recruit leaves the Zyra Rekrutimit s civilian barber
attached to the office cuts his hair, ) v

0 +ions

21, "“There are no exemptions from Para-iUshisrak training except for ex-Partisans who

hawe two proper documents testifying to servica of over a yeir and & day / eee peragraph 8 -(i)_7'.~ )

Temporary relief from the Para-Ushtarak may be granted in response to a cal Report
from the Commission of the Civilian Hoapital of the region concarned. Youths employed in
State planta perform their Para-Ushtarak training the same way as anyone else, on Sundays.

22, *1f a recruit. reporting to a Zyra Rekrutimit with his Flete-Thirrje is obviously
extramely 111, the Commisaion might grant him temporary or permanent release from allitery
aervice. Such release is granted usuwally by the physicisn of the unit to which he has
baun assigned; that physician might iassue him a one-ysar delay of military service. The
real medical examptions are granted usually at the time of the first call, when the boys
of i7 are called up for Para-Ushtarai training. At that tima they may be declared perma-
neatly unfit for wilitary serviee and not called again,

23, "Tamporsry releasa from normal conacription mav be granted if the Seksionl Kuadrit
(personnel section) of a State institutionC plant , mq)erative,eu} declares that the
fosrult 18 an indispensable employwe (Elementa ta pa Zavandsughem). Actually, the Seksioni
Kuadrit of the variouws State institutions etc, send the 4yra Relautimit of L yir regions

& ist of all the smployees. whom thay consider irreplacesble at the time of conscription.
For ayample, an alswentary achoolteacher; i e an employee of the Ministry of Education,
night have been sent to a rural school after having received his first call for Para-
Ushtarsk training. The Sek. Kuadrit of the Ministry of Education may obtain his temporary
rolease from military service because alemantary school teachers in areas where th4re are
atiil many illiterate farmers are considarad irreplaceable elemanta by the regime.

24e  mAceording to a law publishad by the Gazeta Zyrtare of the Kuvendit Popullore in, it
1s bellaved, 1946, all Ministeras and Vice-Ministers ars fully exempted from pre-military
and military training.

25. “According to a law published, it is believed, in 1946, youths —- not reactionaries! ~-
who are the only support of their fasdily (relationship axtends to uncle or grandparent,
provided they live togethar) are antitled to examption from the term of military service
but not to exemption from tha Pra-military sarvice. That is the thaory. Actually, the-
youths falling in this category get drafted like evarybody else, After two months of
m* “s servica they are entitlad to £ila-an application, (They have meantine urged
thelr relatives to obtain: from tha Sek. Civile of their Komiteti Exs. X.P, ~«farmers do
this. at the Paopla's Board in tha locality naarast them, since there are uo Civil
Sections in thae villags Paople's Boards-- a so-callad Certifikat o GJsndes-Civile: Certificate
of the Civil sState Sectlon. This certificste demonstrates That tho recruit Is the head of
family X; that he supports sach-and-such relatives.) Af%ar racalving such a certificats
the recruit files a written application -- no atamps atfixed -- addressed o the Seksioni
Mobilizim~Cmobilizim of the Minlatry of Pacpla's Defenceg he describes his case and
attaches the Certifikat e GJjondes~Civile, Tha. pacruit. requests, through normal military
channels, to speak to the commanding officar of his wnit. He hands him the application
for trensmitta). to the Ministry of Defense. The raply takes about a month, YThe exerptions
® very rare, and grantad only to Party memhers who may have had a fine political record
p.ior to consckiption, The routine of dizcharge is the normal one /[ to be doacribed in a
subsequent report /. I / first source_/ recall only one case in wy experience: A Party
momber was diascharged, alter sueh an appliecation, from the Artillary School at Duries in
March 52, Ha had baean Krystar of the Puka Gjygji -- Puka Tribunal.

Actual Induction Procedurs

26, *If the conacript, who now possesses mmﬁe-rhirrje-lmr-, is not within ths

Governmant's 1£4ald of labort, he simply reports at ths indicated time to the Zyra
Rakrutimit-to be sent to his unit.
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27, MI{ the conseripl is within the Govermment's field of labor, he has already followed one
apecial. procadure: upon receiving the Flete-Thirrje {Order of call) he informs the Ssksioni
Kuadrit of his institution/plent etc, When bhe gets the actual Flete~-Thirrje~Kenarme he shows
it first to hls direct work superior, the sheli. Sekslonit (Section Chief), That man designates
hie replacemant. He and the replacement, together with a third worker who arts as witness,
prej-re a Proces=Verbal (statement) in. triplicate, This is an inventory, listing all the
tools and materials, and their condition, handed over to the r eplacenent. It bears toe date
and the signatures of the three personse The original remains with the Shef3 Seksionit; one
copy goes to the administrative office of the institution; the third is retained by the
conscripte The conscript then reporta to the Sek. Kuadrit of the plant, institution etc. He
shows the Flete-Thirrje-Nenarme and the Procas~Verbal., The Seksioni Kuadrit informs the
financial section of the institution. The conscript is paid up to his last doy of work plus
an mdditional 15 days == that represents the bonua granted under law to all State workers
leaving A job, regardless of the reason for diamlssal. If the conseript is entitled to some
promia -~ these are pald to shockworkers at jptervalas of three, six or 12 montha -- that monsy
will be sent to him at his military unite

28, 9#1f the conseript ie a member of the Albanian Labor Party or of its youth organization,
the Tolon of Albanisn Working Youth, he mst report, respectlvely, to the Sekretari Organizata
BEsze I Pariis (Secretary of the Party Baslc Organization) or the Sekretari Organizata Baze 1
Rinis to whom he is responsible. From the secretsry he ocbtains, after showing his Flete-
Thirrje Nemarme, & written Rekomendim (Recomand.ati_on). This is either hand or typewritien
by the secretary on a normal plece of paper snd bears his gignature. It iz addressed to,
respectively, the Komiteti Partls Punes Qytetit~Tirane or tha Bashidinmd Rinis Punes Qytetit-
Tirsne, if the conseript is a reaident of the city of Tirana (note: not to the Org. Baze

of the Rajone), or tha corresponding head ragional organisations, if the consciipt lives

al ~awhere, Through the Rekomendim the sacretary informs the Party or Youth organization that
Mewber ¥ has been drafted into the Armad Forces and requests that he be issued a Flet-Iidhje.
the conscript receivea this documant in a gealed envelope / therefore sources have only general
infcrmation on it 7. It 1s a letter that declares the conseript's membership in the party or
Youth organization, that he has been a mepher Since....., that he possesses a Tesera I Partis
or Tenera E Rinis NOe.sse, that he has paid his mambership fe68 UP t0sssseeThere ic no address

on the cnvelope. The conscript retains this Flet-Lidhje together with his Party or Youth
organization membership card.

29, *it the precise time indicated in his Flete-Thirrje-Nenarma, the conscript reports to

the Jyra Rekrutimit, Lollowing the printed instructions on the back of the page:s how to
resign from his place of work; to bring food supplies for three days; to retain his Party
and/or Touth membership cards. At the Zyra Rekrutimit the conscript is hanc~d over to an

of fiter or NCO of the unit to which ha has been assigned. The recruits are grouped in threu
yaus, The first recruit in each row iu a Party member designated by the commanding officer of
the Zyra Rekrutimit. These three are appointed Xomandant Skuadre, in charge of the other
recrults, The C.0. makes a roll call, Then comes a speech in which the recruits are ordered
to cbey their superiors and to perform their militery servica in accordance with Party directives.
Eack recruit is banded 1800 gms of black bread -- ope leaf to two men -- and a tin of Soviet~
e - . boefe AL this point the recruits' Flete-Thirrje Nemarms are taken by the officer in
charge of their new military unit. The Ce.os of the Zyra Rekrutimit hands ewer the recruits

to the officer, and they begin their trip.

30, *Approximately 150 recrvits wendt in Nov 51 from the Recruiting Office in Tirana to the

" Division of Coastal Defense. Folloring was the experisnce of omet

(a) He had said goodbye to his family before reporting to the Zyra Rekrutimit. He
reportad in his worat civilian clothesy when new conscripts receive their uniforms
they surrender their civilian clothes and never get them back, even upon discharge.
0o leaving the Zyre Rekrutimit the conscripts marched in civilian clothing to the
Tirana railway station, Jhey took a regular train to Durres. They got off at the
Staciord. Plezhit (Beach Station}, about three miles from the regular Durres station.
They marched to the so-callsd Ke Plepat (Poplars) place, five km woutheast of the
port of Durree, elong the bay., There they were taken to the barracks of the Shkolls
Artilerise Mbro B Pregdetars (Coastal Aptillery Schnol). This school was
Tranalerred Dec E% 1o Tir, Cyrilavet in Durres, when its barracks were taken
over by the Shkolla Oficerave Resarve (Resarva Officers’ school). The ccascripts
slept there toe night on the cement Llioor of the mess canteen; no blankets were
issusd, The naxt morning after roll call thay marched to Kavaja, 19 km southeast
of Durres. Thls time thay were under tha cosmand of a (sergeant) armed with
a Soviet-type PPS antommtie rifla, At Eavaja tbay were an to the Regimenti-Kavajes

They had been imsued no food that dsy, omly weter.

)
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(b} AL Kavaja the racruits were Joined by recruits from Vione, barance, Kukes, Korce

(e}

#tc., 1 e from other regional recruiting offices. Thus, all recruits destinea Lor
one branch of the armed forces Joined on the same day the military wiit to which
they were assigned. They were housed at Kavaja in Itaifen~buiit barracks, sieeping
on cement flcors. fThe next day the officera collected the Fiet-Lidhje envelopes.
The recruits wndressad compietely, tied up their civilian clothes and stwucneq a
plece of paper giving name and surname tomn of origin (but not of residencs) of the
Zyra Rekrutimit whence arrived, The clothes bundles wereegistered. The recruits
then took showers. Each was issued a small piece of soaps If a recruit baionged
to the Party or Youth organization he surrendered his mewbership card av that time.
Eleven NCO's patrolled the shower room. After ahowering,the recruits collected an °
item of clothing from each NCO and got back their Party or Youth membership cards,
Fach recruit received the following cdlothing issuve:

2 Peshgir (towels)

2 Rreke (long drawers)

2 Kmishe (shirtas)

1 Pandaliona (trousers)

1 Xhakete (jacket)

1 Pallto (winter coat)

1 Xepuce (military shoes)

L Pece (cloths, replacing socks)

1l Canta (military knapsack)

2 Rypa (one belt for the jacket, ome for the winter coat)
1 Kepete (cap)

1 Y14 (insignia, xed atar to be affixed to cap)
1 Gaveta (sluminum piate)

L Luge (aluminum spoon)

The recruits dressed in uniform. At nom they redeived their fir-t ATy meal. After
lunch they were divided into three groups. A soldier chosen by an officer read the
Zeri Popullit paper aloud. Soldiers with msical instruments played while others
sang. (Notet on the back of the Flete-Thirrje Nenamme it states that recruits
should bring slong maicsl instruments if they possess them; these instruments are
not surrendered with civilian clothings) Supper was served at 1800 hours. Untii
bed at 2130 hours. the recruits read papers or sang. That night they were taken to
another barrack with beds: straw mattresses and two blankets each, Reveille the
next morning was at 0600 hrs. After breakfast at 0900 all the recruits at Kavaja =-
now about 2000, 1 e all the recruits of that Yyear for the Divigion of Coastal

Defence -- ware gathered in the courtyard of the regimental barrack.: before a
special commissione.

This commission assigned to each recruit the precise military wnit he was to Join,
The previous afternoon many officers had aporoached the recruits, finding out their
civilian occupationa, The officers Seemed anxious to selact the best recruits for

their own units. The commission of eight officers iacluded [ recrult learned
thege names during his service at Durres /s

Major Themal Zeneli, Xomimari Politik i Brigates Mrojjes
Bregdetars (PoLLtical Comilasar ¢ of the Divislon of Goastal

ance ;.

Captain 1lst Cl. Mehmat Mulosmani Artillery Commandant of the
Divigion of Coastal Defencs. g

Major Setki Elezi, Chief of the AFtiilery of the Division of
Coastal Delence. -

Misto Kita, Lieut., Xomondant i Shkolles Istruksionit Artileris
(Commaniding Officer of the ArtItTery School)

(1) About 1000 to Durres: :
100 to the Reparti Ushtarak Ndor e (Military Telecommunications
Unit), Fr. Cyrllavet. This 1s & schocl for tslephone
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and wireiessz officers. Course iasts nine months. Graduates
are N/ ficera for the telecommnications branch of the Armed
Forcese

650 to the chkolla artilerise ¥brojtjes fregdetare (Coastak Artiilery
Zchool ), Rr, Cyriiavet, DUrres. —~

250 to the Womanda Srigades Mbrojtjes pregdetare (Headquarters,
“ivision o Ccastal Defense™, Rr. 1ujo Glginaku, Durres.

{2} About 250 infantry and artillery recruits tc the Regjimenti-f{avajes (Kavaja
Regiment: . ’

{3) About 100 %o the Reparti Ushtarak artilerije (Military srtillery Unit),
Sarande.

{4} About 550 to the Hegjiment Vione in Vione.

(5) About 100 to the Heparti Ushtarak Artilerije and the feparti Ushtarak
Kondrajrore (Antiaircrant tait}, Shengjin.

{d) The next two days the various croups began leaving in military trucks (Sotriet 218,
old US General Motors or old Italian SVA models}. The group for the Artillery
School left the third day. The first 15 days were spent in z period of quarantine
~= compulsory for all recruits reacning their unit of asgigament. This period
is spent doing gymnastics but no military taining.

‘e Triinary soldiews ~m4 non-commissionsd officer: are issued as identification a Flete-leic
{I':rmit ) which must be carried ai A1l off~duty times. This Jdocument serves as a soldierta
personal. ddentirication cacd, replacing e civiliza Leler-Hjoftimiy surrendered to
the Recruiting Office. If a soldier or HCO is found T IRSGL this document he is
subject to imnediate arrest. This docw: bt is a2ither printed or handwritten on a
noomal piece of paper. Sample for a scodizr at the Artillery School at Durres:

Ushtrije Popullore e Shqipris VF P
Reparti Ushtaralc Nr. 17503 Durres; 19...

FLTEw . J7
wumant.. ... (O Sheje personale ska, ashta efektiv
i repartit ushtarak: Faterija ire, ka liri dalje ne gytet praj
OT€Se~eeassderl OT8seccccate datCSennenseons
Xomanda Bat. Ire

Toger (Vasil Prifti)

Vula
‘ Eeitr L4
/translation/
Albanian Peoplets Armed Forces VF nF
Military Unit No. 1750/B rurres, date
PERMIT

Kursanti....sc .+, who has no particular physical
marks, belongs to this unit, Lst Battery., He is permitted to
go into town from soeenlOea..0etodaysie.canas

Tommandant of the 1st Battery
it. (signature:

Stamp
(This parmit was vaiid only within the headquarters at
Jurres.)
32, "Length of service in various branches of the Armed Forcesg:
Marinen Popullore -3 years
Artileria Bregdetare -2 years
Mbrojtie ropullore -3 years
Remsoria =2 years
Avacioni =3 years

Nerlidhie e Thenio (Telecommunications and Engineers) - 2 years.
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The Shogri-NdihRase-Ushtris-ibrojtje-Tniziative (SH.N.U.M.I.)

33 "Throughout all Albanian State :nstiiutions/ plants/ ministries/ cuoperatives etc.
there exists an organization,. c«:must-aponsored but non-campulsory, called Shogri-
Ndihmese-Ushtris-Mbrojtje-Iniziative (SH.N.UM.I.). | |
25X 1 | This is the |Sowiety for Mutual Aid to the Armed
Forces. Its purpose is to promote, through propaganda, support of the Armed Forcese
25X Bach unit is headed by a full Party member. There is no particular insistence for males
to join, but there is great insistence for females to Jjoin, since they are not subject to
military conscription. The meubers age between 18 and 35. Despite the pressure for
25X1 members, only about 10% of the State workers belong to the SH.N.U.M.I. They carry dark-
blue membership cards (no picture affixed). | |
25X1 The members attend orve hour per week of theoretical military training and one
our of para-military tralning simllar to the Para-Ushtarak course. The course is the
same for meles and females.. Men;barn pay a monthly memberﬂhip fee of 2 lek. Membership
in this organization brings no special privileges be'yoqd_ more favorable status in the
eyes of the Party.n
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